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INTRODUCTION

The Research for Development Impact Network aims to increase opportunities for collaborations and
partnerships which cross boundaries of geography, sector and discipline. Working together, we believe
that our international development work can have greater positive impact and more sustainable
outcomes for individuals, communities and our planet.

This document aims to provide a starting point for identifying potential in-country research partners
and collaborators by identifying existing institutional and organisational research capacity in fifteen
countries within the Pacific. This includes universities, think tanks, research organisations, development
organisations, and regional development organisations. When such organisations undertake research
for the whole Pacific region, they have been listed under ‘Regional’, even when they are located in one
of the countries researched. Regional organisations which explicitly state development or research
goals for the advancement of the Pacific region have also been listed.

In an effort to map existing cross sector linkages, known partnerships with Australian institutions have
been listed. Contact has been made with these Australian institutions in an effort to ensure the validity
of this information.

DISCLAIMER

While all efforts have been taken to ensure the accuracy of this information, it is recommended that
readers undertake their own background research to find the most current information and contact
points.

The information in this document is accurate, to the best of RDI Network's knowledge, as of September
2017.

If you have content or information to add to this resource, please be in touch:

RDI Network
rdi@acfid.asn.au

THANK YOU

We acknowledge the work of RDI Network interns Tricia Cerone and Sumati Maharjan in undertaking
the desk research to produce this resource.

MORE INFORMATION

Website: www.rdinetwork.org.au
E-mail: rdi@acfid.asn.au
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COOK ISLANDS

Universities

University of the South Pacific - Cook Islands

Website: www.usp.ac.fj/cookcampus
Contact: Rod Dixon
Director

dixon r@usp.ac.fj

Campus Location: Rarotonga
Research Areas: ICT Development
Sustainable Development — especially for Small Islands States

Climate Change/Environmental Development
Economic Policy and Development

FLJI

Universities
Fiji National University

Website: www.fnu.ac.fi/new

http://www.info.fnu.ac.fj/cstd/

Contact: Preetika Mani
Senior Executive Officer
eohumanities@fnu.ac.fj

Veronika Rabuatoka
Academic Officer
aoche@fnu.ac.fj

Campus Location: Nasinu

Relevant Centres: UNI Research
Website: http://www.info.fnu.ac.fj/uniresearch/

Centre for Sustainable Technology and Development (CTSD)
Website: http://www.info.fnu.ac.fj/cstd/
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Known Partnerships:

University of Fiji
Website:
Contact:

Campus locations:

Relevant Centres:

Known Partnerships:

Australian Research Council (ARC)

www.unifiji.ac.fj

info@unifiji.ac.fj

Lautoka
Suva

Centre for Climate Change, Energy, Environment and Sustainable
Development (CCCEESD)

Website: www.unifiji.ac.fj/centre-for-climate-change/

Contact: climatechangee @unifiji.ac.fj

Centre for International and Regional Affairs (CIRA)

Website: www.unifiji.ac.fj/centre-for-international-and-regional-affairs/
Contact: Dr Richard Herr, Director

richardh@unifiji.ac.fj

Centre for Gender Research (CGR)
Website: http://www.unifiji.ac.fj/centre-for-gender-research/

University of New South Wales
University of Tasmania
Griffith University, Queensland

University of the South Pacific

Website:

Contact:

Campus Location:

Relevant Centres:
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Dr Manoranjan Mohanty
Head of Development Studies
mohanty m@usp.ac.fj

Suva

Pacific Centre for Environment and Sustainable Development (PaCE-SD)
Website: https://pace.usp.ac.fi/
Contact: pacesd@usp.ac.fj

School of Land Management and Development (SLMD)
Website: http://www.usp.ac.fi/?landmgmt
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Contact: Dr Abdul Hassan, Acting Head
hassan a@usp.ac.fj

School of Government, Development, and International Affairs (SGDIA)
Website: http://www.usp.ac.fj/index.php?id=piasdg#.Wcx6GGiCyUk
Contact: Associate Professor Sandra Tarte, Head
sandra.tarte@usp.ac.fj

Research@USP
Website: https://research.usp.ac.fi/
Contact: research@usp.ac.fj

Known Partnerships: The Australian National University (ANU)
University of Melbourne

Think Tanks

Pasifika NEXUS

Website: http://www.pasifikanexus.nu/
Contact: info@pasifikanexus.nu
Research Areas: Social Development

Development Consultancy
Economic Development
Sustainable Development
Governance

Development Organisations

Partners in Community Development

Website: http://www.pcdf.org.fj/Default.aspx
Contact: admin@pcdf.org.fj
Research Areas: Rural Development

Economic Development and Equality
Sustainable Development

Capacity Building

Climate Change/Environmental Development
Gender Equality

Known Partnerships:  Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT)
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Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR)
Australian Federation of Air Pilots

FRENCH POLYNESIA
Universities

University of French Polynesia

Website: www.upf.pf/en

Contact: mail @upf.pf

Campus Location: Punaauia

Research Areas: Sustainable Development

Research Organisations

Research Institute for Development (IRD) French Polynesia

Website: http://www.polynesie.ird.fr/
Contact: Contact Form on Website
Research Areas: Social Development

Economic Development

Cultural Development

Sustainable Development
Environmental Development
Capacity Building through Training

KIRIBATI

Universities

University of the South Pacific — Kiribati

Website: www.usp.ac.fj/kiribaticampus
Contact: Dr Ueantabo Mackenzie
Director

mackenzie u@usp.ac.fj

RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS & ORGANISATIONS: PACIFIC

RESEARCH FOR
DEVELOPMENT
IMPACT NETWORK

A collaboration between
the Australian Council for
International Development
and Australian universities



http://www.upf.pf/en
mailto:mail@upf.pf
http://www.polynesie.ird.fr/
http://www.usp.ac.fj/kiribaticampus
mailto:mackenzie_u@usp.ac.fj

Campus Location: Tarawa

Research Areas: No Specialised Development Focus

Kiribati Teachers’ College

Website: http://www.ktc.edu.ki/ (limited functionality)
Contact: admin@ktc.edu.ki

Campus Location: Tarawa

Research Areas: No Specialised Development Focus

MARSHALL ISLANDS

Universities

University of the South Pacific — Marshall Islands

Website: www.usp.ac.fi/marshallscampus
Contact: Dr Irene Taafaki
Director

taafaki i@usp.ac.fj

Campus Location: Majuro

Research Areas: No Specialised Development Focus

College of the Marshall Islands

Website: http://www.cmi.edu/index.php/en/
Contact: infor@cmi.edu

Campus Location: Majuro

Research Areas: No Specialised Development Focus
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NAURU

Universities

University of the South Pacific — Nauru

Website: www.usp.ac.fj/naurucampus
Contact: Ms Alamanda Lauti
Director
lauti_a@usp.ac.fj
Campus Location: Nauru
Research Areas: No Specialised Development Focus

NEW CALEDONIA

Universities
University of New Caledonia

Website: http://unc.nc

Contact: Bernard Rigo
Vice President Research
Bernard.rigo@unc.nc

Campus location: Noumea

Research Centres: Centre for New Studies on the Pacific
Website: http://cnep.univ-nc.nc/index.php

Known Partnerships: The Australian National University (ANU)
University of Technology, Sydney
University of Wollongong
James Cook University
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT)
Monash University

Research Organisations

The New Caledonian Agronomic Institute (IAC)

Website: http://www.iac.nc/

RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS & ORGANISATIONS: PACIFIC

RESEARCH FOR
DEVELOPMENT
IMPACT NETWORK

A collaboration between
the Australian Council for
International Development
and Australian universities



http://www.usp.ac.fj/naurucampus
mailto:lauti_a@usp.ac.fj
http://unc.nc/
mailto:Bernard.rigo@unc.nc
http://cnep.univ-nc.nc/index.php
http://www.iac.nc/

Contact: Contact Form on Website

Research Areas: Agricultural Development
Rural Development
Sustainable Development
Environmental Development

Known Partnerships: The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO)
Queensland Department of Primary Industries
University of Queensland
Monash University

Research Institute for Development (IRD) New Caledonia

Website: http://nouvelle-caledonie.ird.fr/
Contact: Contact Form on Website
Research Areas: Social Development

Economic Development
Cultural Development
Sustainable Development
Environmental Development

NIUE

Universities
University of the South Pacific — Niue

Website: www.usp.ac.fj/niuecampus

Contact: Ms Maryanne Talagi
Director (Acting)
maryanne.talagi@usp.ac.fj

Campus Location: Alofi

Research Areas: No Specialised Development Focus

St Clements University Higher Education School — Niue

Website: http://www.stclements.edu.nu/niuehome.htm

RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS & ORGANISATIONS: PACIFIC

RESEARCH FOR
DEVELOPMENT
IMPACT NETWORK

A collaboration between
the Australian Council for
International Development
and Australian universities



http://nouvelle-caledonie.ird.fr/
http://www.usp.ac.fj/niuecampus
http://www.usp.ac.fj/niuecampus
mailto:maryanne.talagi@usp.ac.fj
http://www.stclements.edu.nu/niuehome.htm

10

Contact: H Kupa Magatogia
Director
admin@stclements.edu.nu

Campus Location: Lakepa

Research Areas: No Specialised Development Focus

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Universities

Divine World University

Website: www.dwu.ac.pg

Contact: Associate Professor Jose Kurian
Dean, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences
cchow@dwu.ac.pg

Campus Locations: Madang
Port Moresby
Rabaul
Wewak

Research Centre Divine World University Research Centre (DWURC)
Website: http://www.dwu.ac.pg/en/index.php/dwu-research-centre#twhat-
we-do
Contact: John Burton, Deputy Vice President Research
jburton@dwu.ac.pg

Known Partnerships:  Australian Catholic University (ACU)
Nossal Institute for Global Health, Melbourne
International Water Centre, Brisbane
University of Canberra (UC)
The Australian National University (ANU)

Pacific Adventist University

Website: http://www.pau.ac.pg/

Contact: Lalen Simeon
Director Research and Postgraduate Studies
lalen.simeon@pau.ac.pg

General Contact
information@pau.ac.pg
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Location: Port Moresby
Research Areas: No Specialised Development Focus

Known Partnerships: James Cook University

Papua New Guinea University of Technology

Website: http://www.unitech.ac.pg/

Contact: Mrs Mary Aisi
Head of Department of Communication and Development Studies
mary.aisi@pnguot.ac.pg

Location: Lae

Research Centres: Melanesia Land Studies Centre
Website: http://www.unitech.ac.pg/research/centers/melanesian-land-
studies-centre

Environmental Research and Management Centre
Website: http://www.unitech.ac.pg/research/centers/environment

Biotechnology Centre

Website: http://www.unitech.ac.pg/research/centers/biotechnology
Contact: Dr Tom Okpul, Acting Director

tokpul@ag.unitech.ac.pg

Architectural Heritage Centre
Website: http://www.unitech.ac.pg/research/centers/architectural

Known Partnerships: The Australian National University (ANU)
James Cook University

University of Papua New Guinea

Website: WWWw.upng.ac.pg

Contact: Executive Dean
Office of Research
info@upng.ac.pg

Campus location: Port Moresby
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Research Centres: Centre for Climate Change and Sustainable Development
Centre for Disaster Reduction

Research Website: www.upng.ac.pg/site/research.html

Known Partnerships: The Australian National University
Development Policy Centre
James Cook University

PNG University of Natural Resources and Environment

Website: http://www.unre.ac.pg/

Contact: No Contact Details Available (Website under construction)
Campus location: Keravat

Research Areas: Sustainable Development

Agricultural Development
Food Security

The University of Goroka

Website: http://www.uog.ac.pg/

Contact: info@uog.ac.pg

Campus location: Goroka

Research Centres: Centre for Natural Resources Research and Development (CNRRD)

Website: http://www.cnrrd.org.pg/
Contact: cnrrd@uog.ac.pg

Known Partnerships: The Australian National University (ANU)

Think Tanks
The National Research Institute (NRI) Papua New Guinea

Website: https://pngnri.org

Contact: admin@pngnri.org
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Research Areas: Development
Development Policy
Economic Development
Gender Equality
Governance

Known Partnerships:  University of New South Wales
Australian Defence Force Academy (ADFA)
The Australian National University (ANU)
Development Policy Centre
University of Queensland

Papua New Guinea Institute of National Affairs (INA)

Website: http://www.inapng.com/index.php
Contact: info@inapng.org
Research Areas: Development Policy

Social Development

Governance

Known Partnerships:  Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT)

Research Organisations

Papua New Guinea National Agricultural Research Institute (NARI)

Website: http://www.nari.org.pg/
Contact: naripng@nari.org.pg
Research Areas: Agricultural Development

Sustainable Development

Known Partnerships: The Australian National University (ANU)
Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR)
Queensland Department of Primary Industries
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SAMOA

Universities
The National University of Samoa

Website: http://www.nus.edu.ws

Contact: Dr Penelope Schoeffel
Ass Prof Development Studies
p.schoeffel@nus.edu.ws

Campus location: To'omatagi

Relevant Centres: Centre for Samoan Studies
Website: http://samoanstudies.ws/research/
Contact: Professor Meleisea Leasiolagi Malama Meleisea, Director
m.meleisea@nus.edu.ws

Known Partnerships: Queensland University of Technology
The Australian National University (ANU)
Deakin University
University of Sydney
James Cook University

University of the South Pacific — Samoa

Website: www.usp.ac.fi/alafua

Contact: enquiries@samoa.usp.ac.fj
Campus location: Apia

Research Areas: No Specialised Development Focus

SOLOMON ISLANDS

Universities
Solomon Islands National University

Website: www.sinu.edu.sb

Contact: sas@sinu.edu.sb
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Campus Locations:

Research Areas:

Known Partnerships:

Kukum
Panatina
Ranadi
Poitete

Community Development
Environmental Development

Research Website: researchoffice@sinu.edu.sb

James Cook University

University of the South Pacific — Solomon Islands

Website:

Contact:
Campus Location:

Research Areas:

www.usp.ac.fj/solomoncampus

sicampus@usp.ac.fj

Honiara

No Specialised Development Focus

Development Organisations

Solomon Islands Development Trust (SIDT)

Website:

Contact:

Research Areas:

Known Partnerships:

TOKELAU

Universities

https://solomonislandsdevelopmenttrust.wordpress.com/

admin@sidt.org.sb

Governance
Capacity Building
Community Development

Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT)
Australian Volunteers International (AVI)
The Australian Foundation for the Asia Pacific (AFAP)

University of the South Pacific - Tokelau

Website:

RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS & ORGANISATIONS: PACIFIC

RESEARCH FOR
DEVELOPMENT
IMPACT NETWORK

www.usp.ac.fj/tokelaucampus

15

A collaboration between
the Australian Council for
International Development
and Australian universities



mailto:researchoffice@sinu.edu.sb
http://www.usp.ac.fj/solomoncampus
mailto:sicampus@usp.ac.fj
https://solomonislandsdevelopmenttrust.wordpress.com/
mailto:admin@sidt.org.sb
http://www.usp.ac.fj/tokelaucampus

Contact: tokelaucampus@usp.ac.fj

Campus Location: Atafu

Research Areas: No Specialised Development Focus
TONGA

Universities

University of the South Pacific — Tonga

Website: www.usp.ac.fi/tongacampus

Contact: Dr. Seu’ula Johansson-Fua
Acting Director
seuula.johanssonfua@usp.ac.fj

Campus location: Veitongo

Research Areas: No Specialised Development Focus

King’s International University

Website: http://kiuonline.edu.to/index.php
Contact: info@kingsuniversity.edu.to
Campus location: Nuku’Alofa

Research Areas: Migration

Global Security
Human Rights

Think Tanks

Royal Oceania Institute (ROI)

Website: https://royaloceaniainstitute.org/
Contact: info@royaloceaniainstitute.org
Research Areas: Development Policy

Development Education
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Governance
Sustainable Development

Known Partnerships: Lowy Institute
Australian Strategic Policy Institute

Development Organisations

Tonga Community Development Trust (TCDT)

Website: https://www.tcdt.to/

Contact: Mr Sione Faka’osi
Executive Director
s.fakaosi@tcdt.to

General Contact

admin@tcdt.to

Research Areas: Capacity Building
Economic Equality
Rural Development
Sustainable Development
Governance
Gender Equality
Environmental Development

TUVALU

Universities

University of the South Pacific — Tuvalu

Website: www.usp.ac.fi/tuvalucampus
Contact: Ms Fetagisi Titivalu
Acting Director
titi f@usp.ac.fj
Campus Location: Funafuti
Research Areas: No Specialised Development Focus
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VANUATU

Universities
University of the South Pacific — Vanuatu

Website: www.vanuatu.usp.ac.fj/

Contact: Mr Ruben Markward
Acting Director
ruben.markward@vanuatu.usp.ac.fj

Campus Location: Port Vila

Research Areas: No Specialised Development Focus

Revans University

Website: http://www.revans-university.edu/revans/
Contact: application@revans-university.edu
Campus Location: Port Vila

Research Areas: No Specialised Development Focus

Development Organisations

Melanesian Spearhead Group Secretariat (MSG)

The member countries of MSG are: Fiji, New Caledonia, Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu, Solomon
Islands.

Website: http://www.msgsec.info/
Contact: msg.secretariat@msg.int
Research Areas: Governance

Economic Development
Sustainable Development
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REGIONAL
Think Tanks

Pacific Institute of Public Policy

Website: www.pacificpolicy.network/
http://pacificpolicy.org/

Contact: Contact Form on Website
Research Areas: Development Policy
Governance

Research Organisations

Asian Development Bank Institute

Website: https://www.adb.org/adbi/main
Contact: Contact Form on Website
Research Areas: Development Policy

Capacity Building through Training

Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research (APN)

Website: https://www.apn-gcr.org/
Contact: info@apn-gcr.org
Research Areas: Sustainable Development

Climate Change/Environmental Development

New Zealand Institute for Pacific Research

Website: WWW.nhzipr.ac.nz
Contact: nzipr@auckland.ac.nz
Research Areas: Sustainable Development
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Economic Development
Governance

Pacific Constitutions Research Network

Website: http://www.paclii.org/pcn/

Contact: Lee-Anne Sackett
University of the South Pacific
leeanne.sackett@vanuatu.usp.ac.fj

Research Areas: Governance
Development Policy

Known Partnerships: The Australian National University (ANU) — particularly the School of
Regulation and Global Governance (RegNet)
Bond University
University of Melbourne
University of Wollongong

Development Organisations

Pacific Islands Development Forum (PIDF)

Website: http://pacificidf.org/
Contact: secretariat@pacificidf.org
Research Areas: Sustainable Development

Economic Development
Social Development
Climate Change/Environmental Development

Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat
The member countries of the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat are: Australia, Cook Islands, Federated

States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Republic of
the Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu.

Website: http://www.forumsec.org/

Contact: info@forumsec.org

Research Areas: Economic Development
Governance
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Development Policy
Gender Equality

Known Partnerships: Australian Government

Pacific Leadership Program (PLP)

PLP also works within Samoa, the Solomon Islands, Tonga, and Vanuatu. PLP is scheduled to close in
December 2017.

Website: http://www.plp.org.fj/
Contact: info@plp.org.fi
Research Areas: Capacity Building

Development Leadership
Development Policy
Gender Equality in Leadership
Known Partnerships: Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT)

La Trobe University
The Australian National University (ANU)

Pacific Islands Development Program (PIDP)
A division of the East-West Center

Website: https://www.eastwestcenter.org/pacific-islands-development-program/about-pidp

Contact: Dr Gerard Finin
Director
FininJ@EastWestCenter.org

Research Areas: Capacity Building
Sustainable Development
Social Development
Economic Development

Governance
Pacific Women
Website: http://www.pacificwomen.org/
Contact: info@pacificwomen.org
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Research Areas: Gender Equality
Leadership Development

Known Partnerships:  Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT)

Pacific Islands of Non-Government Organisation (PIANGO)

The member countries of PIANGO are: Australia, American Samoa, Cook Islands, Federated States of
Micronesia, Fiji, Guam, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, Papua
New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tahiti, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu.

Website: http://www.piango.org/
Contact: info@piango.org
Research Areas: Civil Society Capacity Building

Development Leadership
Development Policy
Development Effectiveness

Known Partnerships:  Australian Council for International Development (ACFID)

Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) Australia/Pacific

The SDSN Australia/Pacific is hosted by Monash University.

Website: http://ap-unsdsn.org/
Contact: Contact Form on Website
Research Areas: Sustainable Development

Development Policy

Climate Change/Environmental Development
Development Education

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Known Partnerships: See member institutions listed here: http://ap-unsdsn.org/members/

The Foundation of the Peoples of the South Pacific International (FPSI)

FPSI network members include Timor-Leste, Fiji, Kiribati, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, the
Solomon Islands, Tonga, and Tuvalu, with metropolitan partners of Australian and the United States.

Website: http://www.fspi.org.fj/index.html
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Contact: admin@fspi.org.fj

Research Areas: Capacity Building
Community Development
Sustainable Development
Governance
Advocacy
Rural Development
Gender Equality

The Pacific Community (SPC)

Website: www.spc.int
Contact: Headquarters - Noumea
spc@spc.int

Suva Campus
eileenw@spc.int

Melanesia Regional Office
miar@spc.int

Micronesia Regional Office
spcmro@spc.int

Research Areas: Sustainable Development
Climate Change/Environmental Development
Social Development
Economic Development
Agricultural Development

Known Partnerships:  Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT)

Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)

The member countries of SPREP are found here: http://www.sprep.org/about-us

Website: http://www.sprep.org
Contact: sprep@sprep.org
Research Areas: Sustainable Development

Climate Change/Environmental Development
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